West Roxbury Bulletin

Volume 5, Tssue 12

The Bulletin

March 24, 2005

Marc

h 24, 2005

Calling for teens to take charge

Jeft Gilbride

Bulledin staff

If you are a junior or senior in
high school and interestad inteen
isstes and programs, youimay be
the person Mayor Thomas
Menino is looking for.

Mayor Menino is accepting
applications for yvoung leaders to
take part in the Mayor's Youth
Council, a program he estab-
lished in 1994 to allow young
Bostonians the opportunity to
have an active role in addressing
youth issues.

The council members are jun-
o1 and senior volunteers whoare
selected annually to reach out to
Boston teens and let them know
about existing opportunities
within the city. Council members
also make suggestions concern-
ing improvements the ity can
make in vouth oriented efforts.

The Parkway has four repre-
sentatives on the council, Nicole
Morton and Colin Donnelly rep-
resent West Roxbury, and
Priscille Beaubais and Brittany
Canniff represent Roslindale.

MNorton, a senior at Ursuline
Academy in Dedham, has
worked on initiatives to protect
the safety of the city’s vouth.

“The whole group would
meet twice a month and we
would try to work on youth pro-
gramming, that’s the general
idea,” Morton said. “For the first
half of the vear we worked on
neighborhood safety. We met
with {Boston Paolice) Comimis-
sioner O Toole and (Boston Po-
lice) Superintendent {Paul)

—

Joyee, then we met with the
mayor and then we discussed
i safety issues) with our forum
that we had also.”

MNorton said the council dis-
cussed areas of the city and
places on Massachusetts Bay
Transportation Authority prop-
erty they felt needed more light-
ing and other safety measures.

“We got a lot of feedback
from a lot of youth in the city,”
Morton said. “Then we worked
with people from the MBTA to
try and get those issues ad-
dressed.”

Morton said she came up with
a flyer to help youth feel safe on
META property.

“I made a flyer called “Pro-
tect Yourself,”" Norton said. “It
was just giving people the num-
et for the MBTAp line soany-
one that felt like they were in
dangercould call those numbers.
o That way kids could report
things ancnymously if they felt
like they were threatened.”

Donnelly said the experience
of being a council member is
equally as rewarding as it is chal-
lenging.

“It's definitely a great expe-
rience if you're willing to make
the cormmmitment,” Donnelly said.
“You get to meet a lot of inter-
esting people and learn a lot
about the City of Boston. ... If
someone’s really interested in
doing it, then they have to com-
mit themselves fully.”

A junior at Roxbury Latin
School, Calin said he plans to re-
apply for a seat on the council

again this year.

Roslindale representative
Brittany Canniff said one of the
areatest challenges she faced was
getting Roslindale vouth notified
of things happening at the
Roslindale Community Center
during her outreach work there.

“Youdoalot of the outreach
programs where you are respon-
sible forworking with local com-
munity centers,” said Canmiff,
who is a senior at Boston Latin
School. *There’s some really
cool stuffout there that's justnot
getiing properly advertised (in
termis of programs).”

To be eligible, teens must be
Boston residents entering their
junicr or senior year of high
school or an alternative program
the following September. Stu-
dents should have knowledge of
teen programs and issues.

Duties for Youth Council
Members include attending two
evening meetings per month at
City Hall, participating in Youth
Council meetings with Mavor
Menino and city leaders, con-
ducting ongoing outreach to
peers and youth programs and
participating in skill building
workshops. It's a time cormmit-
rment of approximately 10 hours
per month, according to the
Mayor's Press Office.

The deadline for new appli-
cants is April 15 and the applica-
ton can be found online at hitp:/
Swww.bostonyouthzone.com/
mye. Applicants will be con-
tacted in April for group inter-
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